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Welcome
Welcome to today’s exhibition and thank you for coming, it’s great
to have you here. We’re thrilled to talk you through our proposals
for one of the next exciting stages for the transformation of Park Hill.
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About Us
Alumno is a specialist student accommodation developer, delivering projects from inception
through to operation. Since our beginnings in 2006, we have closely worked with universities,
colleges and other key stakeholders to provide homes and facilities for around 3,000 students
in diverse locations and cities such as London, Birmingham, Norwich, Glasgow, Durham, St
Andrews and Edinburgh.
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We’re delighted to be working in partnership with Urban Splash and Sheffield City Council to
be part of the transformation of Park Hill into a vibrant mixed and sustainable community for
the 21st Century.
The Proposals

Phase

Alumno are bringing forward a planning application that focuses on proposals for the block
known as Phase 3, located immediately to the North of Talbot Street.
We recognise the international significance of Park Hill’s architecture, its Grade II* listed status and the role of Park Hill in local Sheffield residents lives.
Our aim for Phase 3 has been to breathe a new lease of life into the block, retaining as many
of the existing physical features and character as possible whilst creating a warm, safe and
enjoyable place to live. The proposals are intended to complement Urban Splash’s proposals
also.

Three

The proposals include around 350 new student bedrooms and student communal space as
well as up to 365 sq m of commercial space with the potential to provide a shop, gym and /
or pub at ground floor level, all for use by Park Hill residents and the local community.
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Building on a rich history
The Park Hill Estate was built between 1957-1961 designed by architects Ivor Smith
and Jack Lynn under the auspices of Lewis Womersley, the chief architect of Sheffield’s
housing committee. Park Hill contained nearly1,000 flats when originally built to house
the people of Sheffield. Set in 32 acres overlooking the city centre, Park Hill is a true
landmark of the Sheffield city skyline.
As Europe’s largest listed building we recognise it is important that any changes are
managed in such as way as to retain its identity as a single building.
The building is internationally recognised as an icon of brutalist architecture, being
loved and loathed in equal measure. As we have worked on the project we have been
struck by the numerous connections that local people – including our team members
– have to Park Hill which has only further highlighted its importance.
The Estate gradually succumbed to decline from the mid 1970’s onwards as a result of
industrial decline resulting in higher unemployment and socio-economic problems.
Set within generous green space, the original Park Hill Estate contained all the amenities
that residents needed in close proximity, including children’s play spaces, pubs and
shops. All are intended to foster a strong sense of community, close to Sheffield city
centre.
The flats themselves were dual aspect, all facing south or west, each with their own
generous balcony whilst having a front door accessible off a ‘street-in-the -sky’ on the
middle of the three floors.
English Heritage placed a Grade II* listing on the entire estate in 1998.
Our proposals include the sensitive restoration of the building to ensure that Park Hill
has a fantastic future as a place to live and work integrating with the new emerging
community of residents, businesses and artists.
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Phase 1 and 2: the story so far
In November 2004, Urban Splash won a developer competition to take on the task of regenerating the Park Hill Estate.
Outline planning permission for the regeneration of the estate was granted in 2006 with the approval of detailed plans for Phase 1 granted consent in 2007. This marked
the first major step forward in the renewal of Park Hill.
The driving principles of Urban Splash and their design team has been to reintroduce a wide mix of uses, alongside the flats, and reconfiguring the relationship with the
landscape in which the blocks sit.
The Phase 1 proposals included the radical transformation of the façade with the introduction of bold colours with other interventions such as glazed lifts and a mirrored
steel spiral staircase. Residents moved into the first of the 260 homes, including affordable in 2013. 10 workspace units and a new home for the Grace Owen Nursery
were also included.
600 people now live and work at Park Hill. So far the regeneration to date has been widely regarded as a success and nominated for prestigious awards such as architecture’s
Stirling Prize. However there are still four phases to go.
In December 2017, Urban Splash were granted detailed planning permission for Park Hill Phase 2 which will deliver 199 new homes and 21,000 sq ft of commercial space
for businesses. Phase 2 construction start is anticipated to be Summer 2018.
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263 New homes completed

Phase 4

S1 Artspace

Phase 3

356 Student Bedrooms
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Phase 2

199 New homes

Phase 5

New homes

Phase 3: Overview
Alumno is working alongside Whittam Cox Architects – the first design practice in the Sheffield City Region to play a key role in the transformation of Park
Hill, to add bespoke student accommodation to the mix of delivered and proposed commercial and residential space.
The partnership aims to deliver circa 350 student bedrooms for occupation in the 2020/21 academic year. The initial proposals are designed predominantly
around groups of four and eight bedrooms with shared kitchen-lounges in an innovative three-storey ‘townhouse’ model. Studios and smaller 2 bedroom
units will also be provided.
On the ground floor a reception and ‘hub’ area will provide space for students to study, relax and be capable of hosting events.
In addition to the student accommodation, 365 square metres of commercial space will be included with the potential for a local shop, café-pub or gym for
the benefit of all residents and the surrounding community.
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Design Inspiration
Park Hill is captivating and infectious; its original design has timeless value and architectural integrity
The Phase 3 block mosaic on the wall of the former Parkway Tavern is the inspiration for the new proposed colour scheme

Park Hill was originally inspired by the modernist movement artistically and architecturally

Retained brickwork with new infill panels that work with the existing facade patterns

Landscape
Key design influences

celebrate existing walls and original features
The existing retaining walls and sunken
garden walls are an important part of the
original Park Hill design. The listed features
will be retained and celebrated where
possible.

barriers
To landscape will be divided into public,
semi-public, and private areas. Boundaries
will need to be defined and maintained
without impacting on the feel of the space.

The proposed landscape masterplan takes into consideration
the existing character and features within the outdoor space.
The design deliberately takes a ‘light-touch’ approach,
retaining existing walls and ramps, deliberately making-good
existing features and resurfacing where possible.

entrances and routes
The public entrances to the building will
need to be clearly defined to assist wayfinding across the site. Additional student
entrances will be located within secure
spaces

ground-level windows
The landscape around flats at ground level,
includingthose facing Talbot Street, will use
planting for privacy, screening and security.

shade
Users will gravitate towards the sunniest
parts of the site, this will be the central
lawn and the lower area along Hagues Row.
This has been considered when developing
layouts and planting.

Public
Private

Outdoor spaces will reflect the architectural functions within
the building: The lower level spaces provide a range of areas
for outdoor socialising, dining and study, as well as potential
commercial break-out space adjacent to the commercial
zone within the building.
Planting is central to defining and shaping the space. The
areas around main entrances will be richly planted. A central
lawn is located at the heart of the scheme and is framed by
low maintenance planting to buffer views from private flats.
Existing trees and grassland will be maintained and enhanced
along Talbot Street and the east and western outer façades.
These areas will be enhanced by additional ‘pioneer species’
tree planting and areas of long meadow grass.
The landscaping will be maintained by the appointed
management company ensuring long term that a high quality
landscape is retained.

Landscape concept

richly planted areas

informal seating

central lawn

naturalistic planting providing a buffer

An integrated part
of the community
A unique shared townhouse format which works in harmony with the existing building
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Connecting phase 3 with the
estate and the city
Car Parking
The development will be zero car parking for students with up to 6 spaces for staff and disabled residents.
Alumno is experienced at ensuring students do not attempt to park on site and the surround area through a series of measures that have worked well on
our other developments.
Moving In Days
This will be a managed process over two weekends each academic year. To stagger arrivals, each student will be allocated a date and time to take up
occupancy of their room.
During ‘move in’ days we will provide an increased management presence and in order to minimise disruption, we provide a methodical approach to the
appointment times that students can arrive and unload. We send them a supporting information pack relating to nearby unloading positions and public
transport routes.
The move in process will be meticulously planned so that all students don’t arrive at once. Students move out over a longer staggered time period which
means issues associated with moving out are minimised, but will be closely monitored.
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Sheffield Hallam University
Key
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Vehicle drop off and disabled access/ parking

Sheffield Station

The development team

Alumno is an award winning specialist student accommodation developer, delivering projects from inception
through to operation. Since our beginnings in 2006, we have closely worked with universities, colleges and
other key stakeholders.
We have provided homes and facilities for around 3,000 students in diverse locations and cities such as
London, Birmingham, Norwich, Glasgow, Durham, St Andrews and Edinburgh.
No two developments schemes are the same - we love working with historic listings buildings bringing them
back to life by including wherever possible amenities, so they can benefit the local community. At our
Southwark Town Hall development in London we delivered a café, artists studios and a new replacement
community theatre.

Whittam Cox Architects are Alumno Development’s architects on the project, they are a top 100 industry
ranked Chesterfield-based architectural practice with a 45-year heritage. Every design delivered is built on a
robust understanding of what drives clients, creating environments which balance form and function, in a
commercially responsive context.

Oobe are landscape architects on Phase 3 of Park Hill. Established in March 2010, OOBE is a studio of award
winning landscape architects delivering beautiful, inspirational and relevant landscapes that show careful
consideration to their setting.

GL Hearn are providing planning advice to Alumno developments on the project. GL Hearn is one of the
UK’s leading independent property consultancies providing commercial property advice to the public sector,
developers, investors and occupiers.

RPS is one of the UK’s leading multi-disciplinary consultancies advising on all aspects of the Built & Natural
Environment. RPS are the Project Manager, Cost Consultants and Principle Designer on the project.

Civic are the structural and civil engineering consults advising Alumno Developments on the Park Hill project.
Civic are engineers with a passion and expertise in the design and delivery of high quality award winning
buildings, structures and public spaces.

Cundall are mechanical and engineering consultants to Alumno Developments on Park Hill. Established in
the UK over 40 years ago, Cundall is an international multi-disciplinary consultancy operating from over 21
locations across the globe.

Project Timescales
• Planning submission: Spring 2018
• Construction start: Autumn 2018
• Development opening: September 2020

Please give us your feedback
Thank you for viewing our proposals.
We welcome your comments.
Our intention is to submit a detailed planning application for Phase 3 around in Spring, but before we do, we would
really like to know what you think of the proposals.
Subject to the outcome of the planning application, we aim to start main work on site towards the end of this calendar
year.
Please feel free to ask any questions of the team members here today, and we would be very grateful if you would
kindly fill out a feedback form before you leave.

